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One thing is for sure: the 2003 winner of the prix François-Houdé can boast having the 
patience of a sailor’s wife. Trained textile artist Natasha St. Michael works an ancient 
art form of uncontested beauty. Glass beadweaving, although already at its zenith in 
European haute couture, is nowadays becoming ever more scarce. 

The three-dimensional works of this Montreal-based artist are a direct challenge to the 
current trends of consumerism and “Disposable, please” haste. Natasha St. Michael’s work
defies the limits of time. It also reveals the poetry of cellular structures and organic 
formations, present in her all creations. Millions of beads, long hours of work every 
day, for months at time, sometimes to create just a single piece, for the sake of beauty.

The result was a captivated jury that awarded the valued prize, created for emerging 
craft artists by the Ville de Montréal in collaboration with the Conseil des métiers 
d’arts du Québec. A honourable mention was also given to Annie Cantin, glass artist. 
The other finalists included: Mariouche Gagné, fashion designer;Amélie Gravel, 
jewellery-maker; Laurent Craste, ceramic artist; Marika Nelson, ceramic artist; Caroline 
Ouellette, glass artist; Caroline Savoie, jewellery-maker; and Nathalie Termblay,
textile artist.

Natasha St. Michael’s works, as well as those of the other finalists, will be exhibited 
at the Galerie des métiers d’art du Québec at 350, rue Saint-Paul Est.

Small print:
For further information on the gallery’s opening hours, please consult 
www.galeriedesmetiersdart.com

Photo:
Natasha St. Michael and a work of patience: Mutation. She is the 2003 winner of the 
Prix François-Houdé.
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